
Dear Parents,

My name is Pamela Heasley and I am thrilled to be your child's Kindergarten teacher! Kindergarten is an exciting time for you and your child, and I hope that together we will make Kindergarten a joyful and fun-filled learning experience. 

Supplies

· 2 boxes of Kleenex

· 1 complete change of clothes to be left at school

· 1 pair non-skid, non-marking indoor shoes

· 1 box large ziploc (or similar) bags

· lunch kit

· large backpack

Transportation:

· Please let me know with a written note ahead of time if your child will not be going home his or her regular way. 

· Bus drivers need a note in the morning if your child will not be riding home with them.

Dismissal

· Bus kids are dismissed first. Town kids are permitted to leave when the buses are gone. This is for the children's safety, our door is right in front of the bus loop and it is dangerous for the students to be running out when they are still there.

· Kindergarten students need to be picked up at the end of the day by an adult or responsible older sibling. Please let me know if someone different from usual will be picking up your child, or if there are certain people who are not permitted to pick your child up.

Communication

· Each student will have a folder for notes and projects they are bringing home. Please place any paperwork or notes for me in the folder so I can find them in the morning.

· You can contact me at the school on Kindergarten days at 494-3510. My school email is heasleyp@prsd.ab.ca. I am not able to check it every day, so please don't email me time-sensitive information. You can send a note in your child's folder as well.  If you'd like to meet to talk to me, please call to make an appointment. The school day is very busy and I can't guarantee that I will be able to talk if I am not expecting you. Outside of school hours you can phone or text me at home at 834-7434.  I have two (busy, talkative) small children so please don't expect an uninterrupted conversation!

· Don't hesitate to contact me about any questions or concerns!

Homework

· Once we have gotten into the swing of things, I will send home homework activities for you and your child to do together. These will not take a great deal of time, and will be a fun way for your child to get extra practice. They are also a great way for you to learn about what they do at school all day!

Here are a few ideas of things that you can do with your child at home.

· Talk with your child about school.

· Read often with your child.

· Discuss stories and events.

· Take them to libraries.

· Encourage reading as a free time activity.

· Support them in their homework.

· Play and talk with your child daily.

· Have your child write stories and bind them in a simple book

· Let your child know you are interested in what they are saying.

· Restrict the amount of time spent in front of a T.V. and computer games.

· Enjoy every day with your child as they grow up too fast.

Behaviour Plan

Our goal in Kindergarten is to teach students to take responsibility for themselves and their actions.

Classroom Rules:

· Follow directions the first time they are given

· Use quiet classroom voices

· Raise your hand to speak

· Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself

· Use kind words and actions

Rewards

· Praise and positive feedback

· Positive notes, awards, and messages to parents

· Positive recognition from peers (cheers or compliments)

· Privileges

· Prize box

· Class celebrations

Consequences

· Teacher/student conference

· Loss of privileges

· Parent contact (phone call, note or parent conference)

· Behaviour contract
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Thoughts at the Bottom of the Beanstalk 

 
Once upon a time there was a little boy named Jack who was about to climb his very first beanstalk. He had a fresh haircut and a brand-new book bag. 

     
Even though his friends in the neighborhood had climbed this same beanstalk almost every day last year, this was Jack's first day and he was a little nervous. So was his mother. 

     
Early in the morning she brought him to the foot of the beanstalk. She talked encouragingly to Jack about all the fun he would have that day and how nice his giant would be. She reassured him that she would be back to pick him up at the end of the day. For a moment they stood together, silently holding hands, gazing up at the beanstalk. To Jack it seemed much bigger than it had when his mother had pointed it out on the way to the store last week. His mother thought it looked big, too. She swallowed. Maybe she should have held Jack out a year... 

Jack's mother straightened his shirt one last time, patted his shoulder and smiled down at him. She promised to stay and wave while he started climbing. Jack didn't say a word. He walked forward, grabbed a low-growing stem and slowly pulled himself up to the first leaf. He balanced there for a moment and then climbed more eagerly to the second leaf, then to the third and soon he had vanished into a high tangle of leaves and stems with never a backward glance at his mother. 

She stood alone at the bottom of the beanstalk, gazing up at the spot where Jack had disappeared. There was no rustle, no movement, no sound to indicate that he was anywhere inside. 

"Sometimes," she thought, "it's harder to be the one who waves good-bye than it is to be the one who climbs the beanstalk." 

She wondered how Jack would do. Would he miss her? How would he behave? Did his giant understand that little boys sometimes acted silly when they felt unsure? She fought down an urge to spring up the stalk after Jack and maybe duck behind a bean to take a peek at how he was doing. 

"I'd better not. What if he saw me?" She knew Jack was really old enough to handle this on his own. She reminded herself that, after all this was thought to be an excellent beanstalk and that everyone said his giant was not only kind but had outstanding qualifications. 

"It's not so much that I'm worried about him," she thought, rubbing the back of her neck. "It's just that he's growing up and I'm going to miss him." 

Jack's mother turned to leave. "Jack's going to have lots of bigger beanstalks to climb in his life," she told herself. "Today's the day he starts practicing for them...and today's the day I start practicing something too: Cheering him on and waving good-bye."
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